
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Dear friends, 

As 2015 comes to an end we continue to be grateful to God for the many blessings He has given 

us. Of course, the most precious gift we celebrate at this Christmas season is His Son, Jesus, who 

came as a baby in order to die as a man for our sins & rise again to save every one of us from our 

sin and give us victory in life and in death. Oh what a gift! 

Speaking of baby Jesus, our house is frequently busy with babies – not the alive kind, anymore – 

but lots of dolls who are Rachel and Anna’s “babies.” There have been many occasions over the 

last year when Sarah heard the call “mommy” and answered, but was quickly informed it was 

not Sarah the “babies” were calling for! 

On very rare occasions, the house has been 

quiet for a couple hours with no children’s 

voices being heard. Anna started pre-school in 

September two afternoons each week. Also in 

September, Caleb and Rachel began grade 2 

and grade 1 respectively at Prairie Christian 

Academy. We are grateful for the excellent 

teachers each of the children have and are 

looking forward to the newly renovated K-12 

school they will be able to enjoy for Fall 2016 

in Three Hills. However, they have also 

enjoyed their daily bus ride to Trochu and 

especially having Grandpa Marlowe (Sarah’s 

dad) as Rachel’s bus driver! 

Anna also enjoys going to Mom’s Time Out 

on Tuesday mornings with Sarah, as well as 

library times, playgroups, and her Wednesday 

ballet lesson just before lunch. After school, 

Rachel enjoys her ballet lessons on Monday & 

Wednesday and Caleb is learning to play the 

piano with weekly (also Wednesday) lessons 

from Mr. Ray Olson. 

 

 



We would be remiss if we did not mention the other significant member of our family, Baylee. 

She joined us in September 2014 as an international student (homestay) who attends Three Hills 

High School in grade 12 this year. She is a great with the kiddos… we have to make sure we 

don’t “take advantage” of her! For those of you who remember our previous international student 

Hayley who lived with us from September 2011 – June 2014, she is Baylee’s cousin. We are 

privileged to have Baylee’s sister, Kayley, also with us for Christmas holidays along with Hayley 

(who has come “home” from UBC). 

 

Steve continues to do work in the office each morning for Don MacDonald, a local real estate 

agent who specializes in farms & acreages. He has preached a few times at our church as we 

have been without any full-time pastors for the last year. Medication he began in September 

seems to be helping him feel like he is near (his) full-strength and energy. He is excited at the 

opportunity to teach a course again at Prairie College in January-February 2016 – Marriage & 

Family Life (quit laughing!!!). 

We appreciate your continued friendship and look forward to keeping in touch with you and your 

family in the year(s) to come. If you are ever driving by/through/near Three Hills, please send us 

a quick email or facebook message and we would be glad to try to connect. All God’s best to you 

in the next year! 

Steven & Sarah Ibbotson 


